Lost property

Guidance notes for tutors

	Level: Beginners to intermediate

	Purpose

	The activity provides opportunities to practise the past tenses with learners’ own choice of situations and vocabulary.  It also provides practice in speaking, listening and writing.



	Resources needed

	· Worksheet Reporting a loss translated into the taught language

	The activity

	· The activity should be undertaken by learners working in fours (two police officers and two visitors).   

· Working in pairs, one pair taking on the role of visitors and the other police officers, the learners spend a few minutes preparing details of their loss using Worksheet Reporting a loss to guide them.

· They then report the loss to the police officers who ask questions and note the details on their worksheet in the taught language.

	Differentiation

	· Arrange for less advanced learners to work with more advanced learners.  The more advanced learners can take the role of the main spokespeople in the police station and the police officer dealing with the case.

· Swap roles and ask less advanced learners to repeat the activity, perhaps simulating a second visit to mention a further detail that has been missed out.

· Give less-skilled learners the vocabulary and information about the loss already printed in the taught language in the middle column of the reporting form; they then make the report to the police officers.

· Allow learners to choose the items (or people!) they are likely to lose.

	Extension activities

	· Ask a learner from each group of four to report back on their incidents to the whole group at the end.

· Ask learners to prepare a written report describing what happened, either as a visitor or as a police officer, or both.

· Where two or more pairs finish early, get them to discuss and compare their reports as police officers. They could also discuss their experience as visitors.

· Visitors can be asked to write a letter or email to their insurance company.
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Reporting a loss

Each pair should spend a few minutes agreeing all the details of their losses as visitors, noting them in the middle column in the taught language.  They then take turns to report as a pair of visitors to the other pair, who take the part of police officers.  The police officers make a note of the details of what happened in the taught language.

	
	Visitors’ report
	Officers’ report

	Item lost
	
	

	Where lost?
	
	

	When lost?

Day

Time
	
	

	Description/

contents
	
	

	Value of objects
	
	

	Any other information
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